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Shuswap Naturalist Club Newsletter  
November 2022 

 
 

Saying good-bye to the American White Pelicans, 
who have left The Bay to return to their winter homes in 
Southern California and Mexico,  
 

While saying hello to the Tundra and Trumpeter 

Swans, as they have arrived from their nesting grounds in 
the far north.  
 

   Tundra Swans                                                   Trumpeter Swans  
 

And on another note –  
     Saying good-bye to David Suzuki, on his retirement from “The Nature of Things”.  
He made environmental issues relatable to the public. He has been an evergreen star for many years. 

 
*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *      

 

SABNES Nature Centre Needs Tripod and Binoculars 
- a note from John Woods 

 

     Thanks to the wonderful donation of an excellent spotting scope in years past, the summer staff at the 
Nature Centre were able to show visitors close-up views of the Osprey nest visible from the deck of the 
Nature House this summer! However, a sturdy well-functioning tripod is now needed to securely mount 
the scope. In addition, the Nature Centre binoculars that were previously donated are now inoperable 
due to age and use.  
 

     Before seeking funds to buy replacements, we thought we’d canvas the Shuswap naturalist community 
in case you have such equipment that you no longer use and would be willing to donate.  
 

     The tripod must be sturdy and well-functioning because the scope is of substantial weight. The 
binoculars need to well-maintained and waterproof. The best magnification for our use is fixed 
magnification in the range of 7 to 8.5 power. Zoom binoculars are not suitable. 
 

     Please contact me if you’d like to make a donation (John Woods woodsj@telus.net) or bring them to 
the November meeting. 

mailto:woodsj@telus.net
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Bird Boxes 2022 – Report by Di Wittner 
 

     We started the nesting season with 101 boxes, ranging from Peter Jannink Park to Raven, including the 
eight new boxes in the area of Peterson’s Orchards. We lost four, two due to vandalism and two due to 
flooding. All four have been recovered and/or repaired. Several also required maintenance due to squirrel 
activities that left holes jagged, (not good for delicate feathers). Two were taken over by wasps, leaving 
the birds with 95 to choose from. 
 

     The climate was much friendlier to the birds this year so we expected greater nesting success, which is 
exactly what we got. We also added boxes that we hoped would attract other species, including flickers 
and small raptors such as kestrels or saw whet owls.  I placed wildcams at some of these new boxes to 
see who or what would find them. Didn’t take long for a wood duck to attempt entry into a flicker box! 
As you can guess, she didn’t fit. Luckily, wood ducks found a brand new box on Christmas Island that was 
built specifically for them. This was the only successful brood of ducks in any of the boxes this year. One 
of the duck boxes contained the unhatched eggs of both wood ducks and common goldeneyes. We’ll 
never know the story behind this one.  

 

     A pair of flickers moved into a new box immediately. You can still see the marks from the tails of the 
adult birds as they hung from the hole to feed their young. Flickers are known to have large broods so 
you can imagine the odiferous contents at the bottom when it came time to clean it out. 

 

     The highlight of the summer had to be the barn owls that 
hatched two young in a duck box, discovered September 5th 
during regular clean-out. The box they chose was too 
crowded and horribly fouled, 
filled with four inches of fecal 
material, regurgitated pellets and 
dead mice. For health reasons, I 
decided to clean it. Fern shot a 
few pictures of the young who 
went back into the box once we 
got it cleaned up. Two weeks 
later, when I went to clean the 
box, believing they had left, I was 
surprised to find them still in 
there. They were stunningly 
beautiful by then, much bigger 
and fully feathered. That was September 26th.  Since then, I’ve done research on barn owl requirements. 
With that information, Ken Raynor and I have materials and plans to build them a proper box for future 
years. 

 

     Colin and I spent several days mapping each box. The resulting data will go into official BC data to be 
saved in perpetuity. We hope these maps will help future volunteers keep track of where everything is 
and what is happening. 

 

     I’ve compared data from the past six years and come up with some interesting trends which I will share 
at our November meeting. To think we started all this with just 29 boxes! Our goal was to enhance 
conditions for local cavity nesters and also to improve species diversity. So far, we’ve done that though I 
believe ongoing data analysis should make things even better for years to come. If only we can get Fern 
to stop adding boxes to the collection! 
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Blue Bird Trail of North Broadview  

– report by Fern Fennel 
 

     This new trail was a resounding success this year. In March of this 
year a small group of Naturalists installed eight nest boxes in two 
locations in North Broadview. I talked to three landowners to get 
permission to install the boxes.  Over the spring I and other delighted 
naturalists observed Mountain Bluebirds and swallows using the boxes. 

 
Female Mountain Bluebird 

building in the newly built  

and installed nest box.  

 
‘House cleaning” - removing bird  

droppings from the nest which 

had some fledglings in it.  

 

 
     In mid-August Di Whittner and I 
cleaned out the nest boxes and 
recorded a variety of bird nests, 
some only partly successful. We observed two Mountain Bluebird nests, 
two Violet-green Swallow nests, a partially built chickadee nest, and a 
House Wren nest, and also, a huge paper wasp nest which we left in the 
nest box. I have already talked to two more land owners who own fence 
lines just north of Marionette Winery and we hope to install a few more 
nest boxes there in the spring.   
 

 

Cleaning out a nest box 

     First there was a Mountain Bluebird. Later a swallow came in and built 
its nest on top, and they are much messier.   

 
          

 

 
 
 
 
 
      

      
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

          Lazuli Bunting near the trail. 

 

     On a sad note, a lovely bird, insect and wild 
flower habitat was completely destroyed this 
summer by a development also in the North 
Broadview area.  Lamb’s Hill is a blight on our 
landscape with almost all the trees and foliage 
removed so houses could be built.  
Unfortunately, the city has no covenants in the 
bylaws for development so the new house 
owners do not even have to plant one tree or 
shrub. I notice that the landscape of choice for 
many new developments seem to be large rocks 
and gravel…. what a shame.    
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Blast  

from the Past   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Celebrating the Western Grebe 1996-2002 

- by Gillian Richardson 
 

     While a few of us observed a flock of Western Grebes on Salmon Arm Bay during the October 13 outing, 
the question arose: What happened to the Grebe Festival? The event was spawned by increased interest 
when the grebe population grew in the 1990s. But after only 4 years, the Festival became a victim of its 
own success.  
 

     At the time, the nesting colony in Salmon Arm Bay was one of only two, along with Creston Valley 
Wildlife Management Area, remaining in BC. Our nature bay is special, and without foresight, could have 
been so much less. In the 1940s and 50s, the marsh and mud flats were seen as a potentially appropriate 
site for industry, sawmills, bulk fuel tanks, a slaughter house, a sewage treatment plant, a rubble dump. 
By the 60s, it saw bog races, cattle grazing, and hunting. Fortunately, the Official Community Plan adopted 
in November 1983 envisioned a destination resort with habitat protection and nature trails instead. 
 

     In 1989, a newly established SABNES put forth plans to preserve 70 acres of the lake shore, with a focus 
on the protection of nesting areas for the grebes. Surveys of the birds continued to show steady 
population growth: 247 adults/57 juveniles in 1990, 314 grebes in 1994.       
 

     By 1994, the idea of a festival was being 
explored. In 1996, the Shuswap Naturalist 
Club hosted a Celebration of the Grebe Day 
on May 11. It was noted that 140 grebes had 
arrived a few days prior, “nearly 2 weeks late 
because of the chilly spring”, which made it 
hard “to set a date for next year’s Grebe 
Festival.” However, the first annual Grebe 
Fest went ahead in May, 1997 to coincide 
with the grebes’ mating ritual dances.  
 

     The second annual festival on May 15, 
1998, brought the community together to 
celebrate, and included a nature walk 
conducted by Shuswap Naturalist Club, 
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artists’ demonstrations, a community mural, storytelling, crafts and a fishing derby. After this success, 
Frank Kime, representing SABNES, saw the need for “a permanent financial base” to keep the festival 
going. The Grebe Festival mission statement read: “...through respect for our natural heritage and 
showcasing our community’s artistic talent, the Salmon Arm Grebe Festival celebrates the courtship dance 
of the grebe and reminds us of the honour of living near such a unique waterfront....”   
 

     Those celebrations continued in 1999. Our Club’s participation included a display in the Environment 
tent, nature walks, and a bake sale. For May 27-28, 2000 the Grebe Festival had grown into a major 
attraction. Activities included 2 nature walks – a half hour guided tour to viewing platforms, and a self-
guided walk to the bird blinds. Tours went beyond the bay, to Foothills/ Silver Creek, Sunnybrae/Pine 
Ridge, and Turner Creek. Visitors enjoyed a presentation by Karen Beggs of Kee-Two wildlife Rehabilitation 
with a live Great Horned Owl, and a talk/slide show by Wayne Campbell, noted biologist and author of 
Birds of British Columbia. There was birdhouse building, musical entertainment, an art tent and craft 
market, food fair, and the 4th annual Kids Fishing derby was held on the Sunday. It was noted that 525 
people attended the walks and talks. 
 

     Surprisingly, a December 2000 Salmon Arm Observer article suggested only that “there is still some 
hope for a Grebe Festival in 2001.” Apparently, “the event was in danger of folding due to lack of 
organizational support.” Volunteers running the last event had resigned citing it was too much work for 
their small group. News in February, 2001 was no more encouraging, stating the Grebe Festival would “not 
be back in the same format” since SABNES did not have resources to do it alone. The last Grebe Day, a 
much smaller affair, was held June 8, 2002. A new event, Salmon Arm Bay Discovery Day, took its place in 
June 2003.  
 

     The spring courtship ritual of the Western Grebe still draws countless viewers to Salmon Arm Bay—
now the only nesting colony in BC. Grebe counts have continued in order to maintain a permanent record 
of population numbers. If only in spirit, we still celebrate this unique treasure in our community.  

 
*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *      

 

Blackburn Park Tree Project –  
 

     We had kept the weeds between the trees we planted 
in check by hiring a weed-whacker for the past two years, 
but the area is now covered with a bark mulch.  
 

     Our work bee mid-October turned out well. After giving 
the trees a good watering (thanks Cathy for again 
manning the gate and 
helping with the hose), 
we spread the fabric and 
covered it with the 
mulch. First we spread 
the load donated by Di, 
and then purchased 
another large truck-full 
to finish the job.   
 

     We thank our hard-
working group, Ken, 
Dave, Monique, Di and 
Joyce for this. 



 

6 

 

It’s Project FeederWatch time again!   

           - a note from Gillian Richardson 
 

     This popular citizen science activity is a joint research and 
education project of Cornell Lab of Ornithology (US) and Birds 
Canada.  Join online at birdscanada.org for a $25 donation to take 
part in the FeederWatch program (and other Birds Canada initiatives) 
that begins November 1. 
 

     You’ll get a handbook with complete instructions about the 
counting protocol, a huge double-sided poster of Western/Eastern 
feeder birds to help with identification, a sample tally sheet and tons 
of information about feeders, creating a safe feeding environment, 
and even monitoring birds for common diseases. 
 

     Even if you don’t have a feeder, you can still participate! If you grew sunflowers, echinacea or other 
flowers with large seed heads, or have bushes with berries that attract birds in winter—you’re all set. 
Choose a count site (a portion of your yard where the birds like to hang out), pick 2 convenient consecutive 
days per week, and count the largest number of each species you see at one time. Reporting is simple at 
the website using the FeederWatch ID number you’ll be given to log in. 
 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *      
 

Indigenous authors who provide their perspective on life in North America: 
- a note from Janet Pattinson 

 

• Tanya Talaga: All Our Relations; Seven Fallen Feathers  

• Bev Sellars: They Called me Number One  

• Michelle Good: Five Little Indians  

• Arthur Manuel: Unsettling Canada, Reconciliation Manifesto  

• Robin Wall Kimmerer: Braiding Sweetgrass 
 

Also, a book about our BC Forests: Finding the Mother Tree by Suzanne Simard  

 
*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *      

 

Larch Hills outing photos - Lorraine Beaudoin 
 

                             Lacteriousrufus                                                            Bunchberry 

http://birdscanada.org/pfw
http://birdscanada.org/pfw
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Wanderings around Gardom Lake – shared by Fern Fennel 
 

     I spent much of the late spring and early summer on Gardom Lake with my newly honed bird song 
listening skills and Merlin bird app. I was able to observe or hear up to 33 species of birds each time I went 
paddling.  

     
  

     I was excited to accidentally observe a Common Loon nest on the 
lake.  With my super zoom lens, I was able to observe and photograph 
the loon from a safe distance. Unfortunately, the loons failed to hatch 
the two eggs that were laid. Later in the summer only one loon was still 
hanging around the area in the lake.  
 

 
 
    
 
 
 

Other observations were of many large families of 
Buffleheads, Common Goldeneye and of course many, 
many Canada Geese with many fledglings. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
In late August I had the very unusual sighting of a White-
winged Scoter. This bird breeds in northern and central 
Canada and winters on the west coast and I have seen many 
off the beaches of Parksville and area in winter months.  I 
suspect it was just taking a short rest while flying south for 
the winter… a single is not usual but possibly it was 
separated from the flock by a wind storm.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

              Fledging Western Sandpiper 

                                          

Mountain  ladyslipper,                    

Cypripedium montanum 


